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Chapter 1



Where is New 
York located?

• New York is located in the 
northeastern part of the United 
States. It borders New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, and Vermont, and 
also has a maritime border with 
Rhode Island. To the east, it faces 
the Atlantic Ocean. New York City, its 
largest city, is situated along the 
coast, making it a key global 
gateway.



What are the physical 
features of New York?

• New York has diverse physical 
features, from the Adirondack 
Mountains in the north to the 
Atlantic coastal plains in the south. 
The Hudson River runs through the 
state, and Niagara Falls, one of the 
most famous waterfalls in the world, 
is located on the border with 
Canada. The state also features vast 
forests, lakes, and rivers, and its 
coastal areas provide harbors and 
beaches.



The forest biome



Plants adapted 
to the Forest

• New York is part of the temperate forest biome, 
characterized by four distinct seasons: hot summers, cold 
winters, and moderate precipitation. The state is home to a 
variety of tree species such as oak, maple and pine tree



Animals adapted 
to the New 
York’s Forest

• New York's diverse habitats support various wildlife. The Adirondack 
and Catskill mountains are home to black bears, white-tailed deer, 
and bobcats. Bird species such as bald eagles and peregrine falcons 
are commonly found near rivers and lakes. Marine life along the 
coast includes species like whales, seals, and numerous fish species 
in the Atlantic waters.



Climate in New York

• New York experiences a range of climates 
due to its size and geography. The southern 
part of the state, including New York City, has 
a humid subtropical climate with hot 
summers and cold winters. Upstate New 
York, including the Adirondack and Catskill 
regions, experiences a more temperate 
climate, with colder winters and heavy 
snowfall.

The graph shows a humid subtropical climate 
(Cfa):

• Rainfall: Rain stays steady all year, with a 
slight peak in summer.

• Temperature: Coldest in January (0°C) and 
hottest in July (25°C).
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Population

• The population pyramid for New York shows an aging 
population with a smaller base (lower birth rates) and a 
wide middle (large working-age group). This provides a 
strong, experienced workforce but also increases 
healthcare and pension costs while risking future labor 
shortages. To address this, policies should focus on 
supporting families to boost birth rates, attracting younger 
workers through immigration, and investing in healthcare 
and technology for the elderly.

• New York City has the most people, while upstate areas 
are less crowded. Cities have more jobs but can be 
overcrowded, while rural areas need more opportunities. 
Building jobs and infrastructure upstate can help.



The economy of 
New York

• New York's economy is one of the largest in the world, driven by industries 
such as finance, healthcare, real estate, and tourism. Wall Street in New York 
City is the global center of finance, and the state is also a leader in technology 
and education. Agriculture, particularly dairy farming and apple production, is 
a significant industry in upstate New York.

• From 2009 to 2017, New York's economy initially recovered faster than the 
national average but experienced slower growth after 2012. While the U.S. 
maintained steady GDP expansion, NY's growth plateaued at times, especially 
from 2015 onward. By 2017, the national economy outpaced NY, suggesting 
that while NY rebounded well post-recession, its long-term growth was more 
moderate compared to the overall U.S. economy.



Main human 
features of New 

York
• New York is a melting pot of 

cultures and ethnicities. The 
state has a rich history of 
immigration, and New York City 
in particular is home to diverse 
communities from around the 
world. English is the official 
language, but many other 
languages are spoken, including 
Spanish, Chinese, and Russian. 
The state is also known for its 
iconic landmarks such as the 
Statue of Liberty, Empire State 
Building, and Central Park.



Tourist 
attraction

• New York is a top tourist 
destination, attracting millions of 
visitors each year. Popular tourist 
attractions include Times Square, 
the Statue of Liberty, Central Park, 
and Broadway in New York City. 
Upstate New York offers natural 
attractions like Niagara Falls, the 
Adirondack Mountains, and the 
Finger Lakes.
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High cost of living and housing 
crisis

• New York's skyrocketing housing costs make 
it one of the most expensive places to live in 
the U.S. Rent prices continue to rise, pushing 
middle- and lower-income residents out of 
the city or into financial hardship. Affordable 
housing programs exist, but demand far 
exceeds supply, and homelessness remains a 
growing issue. Gentrification has also 
displaced many long-time residents, 
deepening the housing crisis.



Income inequality

• New York has one of the highest 
wealth gaps in the country, with 
extreme differences between the 
ultra-wealthy and low-income 
populations. While Wall Street and 
the financial sector generate 
massive wealth, many working-
class residents struggle with low 
wages and high living costs. This 
disparity affects access to quality 
healthcare, education, and job 
opportunities, reinforcing a cycle 
of poverty.



Infrastructure and 
public 
transportation

• New York’s subway system, managed 
by the MTA, suffers from chronic 
delays, maintenance backlogs, and 
funding issues. Aging roads, bridges, 
and tunnels also need urgent 
upgrades. Congestion and unreliable 
transit impact millions of commuters 
daily, affecting both economic 
productivity and quality of life. Despite 
efforts to modernize, long-term 
funding and political challenges slow 
progress.



Thank You!
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